LaDonna Harris
The family’s successful business, NORDAM, gives them
the opportunity to give back to their community.
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Chapter 01-0:55

Introduction

Announcer: “What is it like to live in a tent?” asked Robert F. Kennedy's five-year-old daughter,
Kerry, when she met Ladonna Harris for the first time in 1965. This exchange between
Harris and the Kennedy family resembled many of LaDonna'’s experiences with the media,
the public, and government leaders as she rose to national prominence as a leading
advocate of Native American rights. LaDonna Harris is a Comanche Native American from
Oklahoma. She founded the Americans for Indian Opportunity and was a vice presidential
candidate for the Citizens Party in the US presidential election in 1980 alongside Barry
Commoner. She was given access to power in Washington, DC, because of her marriage
to Oklahoma US Senator Fred Harris. To understand what took Harris from the poor
farm community where she grew up to the national spotlight, it is necessary to listen to
LaDonna talk about the formative years of her childhood. Listen to LaDonna Harris tell her

oral history on VoicesofOklahoma.com.

Chapter 02 - 8:25

The Comanche

John Erling: My name is John Erling and today’s date is September 21, 2017. LaDonna, would
you state your full name, please.

LaDonna Harris: LaDonna Vita Crawford-Harris.

JE: | gotta ask you about the name. Vita, what is Vita?

LH: V-I-T-A. My mother named me LaDonna Vita. My elder sister said, “l don’t know Mother
was thinking she named me Billie Carl and then named you LaDonna, which was much

more beautiful.” [laughs] | don’t know where she heard the name.
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And then Tabbytite, is your mother’s maiden name, of course.

That'’s right.

Harris. Your date of birth?

Two-fifiteen-thirty-one

And your present age?

Eighty-six.

This is one thing | like about this job 'cause | get to ask women their age and | have a right
to do it.

[laughs] But when you get this old, you don't mind telling it.

[laughter]
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You're here on the University of Tulsa campus and we're in the recording facilities of
VoicesofOklahoma.com. Where do you live presently today?

In Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Tell us where you were born?

In Cotton County, on my grandmother’s land allotment where the West and East Cache
come together below her property that | grew up on.

Probably in a farm house?

Oh, yes. Yes. One of those traditional houses that they built in that particular time for the
Indian community that has a porch similar... We all had similar kind of houses across the
country. My grandmother loved flowers and trees, so we had a big yard that we had to
maintain. And my grandfather...they raised me. | don't know if you knew that. When | was
born, was right after the Great Depression, and everybody was still struggling.

So, my father went to California looking for a job. He was Irish. He went to California
looking for a job and my mother then went to work for Indian Health. And at that time, if
you worked in Indian Health, you lived on the campus. So, she had to live in a dormitory
and stay there to do her job. So, my sister and | always were with by grandparents and
they were the people who raised me.
| wanna to point out that | think it was actually Temple, Oklahoma?

Yes.

| noticed there were two notable people who came from Temple, Oklahoma: LaDonna
Harris and Pepper Martin, who is a baseball player for the St. Louis Cardinals in the '30s
and 40s. He was known as the Wild Horse of the Osage because of his daring aggressive

base running.

[laughter]

JE:
JE:

LH:

So, you're right up there with that.
Let’s talk about your mother. Your mother’s name.

Lily Tabbytite Crawford.
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She grew up in that area?

Yes, uh.

What kind of a personality did she have?

Well, she was really reserved. That population went through this transition from living in
your culture to having to go outside of it and work and participate. So, | think it was hard
on that particular population. She was very good looking and | had some great aunts who
were the same age as she was. They all ran to give in, they were great flappers, you know,
they had that look about them, the haircut and the clothes. She did go to Indian boarding
school for a short time but she didn't like it and so her mother took her out. But, she was
rather timid even when | got older because she had to make those steps outside of the
community that | think really formed her personality.

Mm-hmm. Did you draw, as you look back in your life, something from her or your
grandmother maybe that you were raised...

My grandmother.

Mostly your grandmother?

Yeah, my grandparents. Yes.

Yeah.

She would come and visit and, of course, when | got older, she would take me Lawton and
we would buy great clothes. | was always well-dressed between her and grandmother, who
made me clothes. But as | got older and really wanted to dress up, you know, a teenager,
she would take me and she would get the clothes for me. She took very good care of me
in that sense.

And your father's name?

Don Crawford.

What kind of a personality did he have?

You see, | never got to know him because he left about the time that | was born...well,
after | was born. But | was an infant so | never really knew him though he corresponded
with me from time to time. | have letters that my grandmother, his mother, would write

to my mother and ask me how | was doing. | did know or | at least met my Crawford
grandmother. | would go and spend a week or two when | was about five years old or
something that age. | got to know her and then my aunt Audis who was there with her and
then they moved off too to join my dad in California.

Your mother was Comanche?

Yes.

JE: She was full-blooded Comanche?

LH:

JE:

Yes.

And then your father, he was Irish descent.
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LH: Mm-hmm.

JE: So you're mostly Comanche but a little bit of Irish. Is that true?

LH: [laughs] Yes.

JE: Does the Irish ever come...

LH: Oh, yes.

JE: ..and blossom through?

LH: [laughs] Yes, it does. [laughs] It does.

JE: And then you said you have a sister.

LH: Older sister.

JE: She’s Billie Carl Evans. So, you can trace your ancestry back several generations, | believe?

LH: Yes.

JE: Back to Ten Bears [Comanche chief].

LH: Yes.

JE: And what is the story there?

LH: He represented the Comanches in negotiating with the federal government from time to
time. He had a great reputation as an orator. You have to have certain skills, you know, to
be able to do that. So, he was recognized for that. “Medicine,” we would call it, because
that was his medicine. He could communicate well and he represented us on many
occasions when we went negotiating with the federal government.

Comanches was the last tribe to be brought back to Oklahoma. You know, we have
all of these military bases from Arkansas to New Mexico. About every 500 miles was a
military installation after the Civil War to make sure that they could get control of the
Comanches, Kiowas, and the Cheyennes and some of the Navajos, you know. They have
a trail of tears incident as—as well. My grandmother’s people were at Palo Duro Canyon,
just south of Amarillo, the military—I can't remember the general’s name but he was well
known in the Civil War.

They had all these military men, like Custer, who wanted to make a name for
themselves. So, this is one of the ways they did. It was to come out after us. By that time,
the Comanche’s had really grown and they had all these kinds of horses. It was stated in
some historical documents that every man, woman, and child had at least 500 horses. Of
course, we captured them from the Spanish early on and we became great horse people.
That's how we could dominate the Southwest pretty much at one time.

So, there they were and they were hiding in the canyon. The general was familiar
with how to maneuver them out of that because he heard about the transition. So, they
brought them up and told them to put a—what they could carry and they marched them
from Amarillo, Texas, back to Fort Sill. What would happen when they captured some
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Comanches, they could be in captivity for a while or surrounded by military. And they
would be able to steal a horse and run away.

So, what they did, they ran all of their horses, 7,000 horses over the cliff at the
Canyon. And then they had to walk all the way back to Lawton, Oklahoma. People later
in history came and took the bones of the horses to make fertilizer. So, that was my
grandmother’s story. My grandfather has stories too. Of course, grandmother converted
to Christianity quite early on and she was one of the first people to help build the church.
The Deyo Mission between where Lawton and Cache where.

Her family took their land allotments. My grandfather’s father was a Spanish captive
by the Comanche’s who became a great warrior and participated in the Adobe Walls
incident. Comanches and Cheyennes were going to Albuquerque to raid and they ran
into this little encampment. So, there’s a great story about Adobe Walls. Grandfather
told me this story and since we don’t have any written history, you have to explain all the
environment in which the story takes place.

Later on, Fred and | went out and looked at the site and it was just like grandfather’s.
You'd almost think that there was a picture taken of it to tell the story that he participated
in that incident.

JE: He was a great storyteller then, wasn't he, to...

LH: Oh, yes he was.

JE: ..be able to tell the little details?

LH: He went through all of the great details. It was fun to listen to.
JE: What a great story to hand down to the generations.

Chapter 03 - 5:55
Strong Family

John Erling: You grew up surrounded by very strong women, which must have helped you
later on.

LaDonna Harris: Oh, it did. My great grandmother on my grandmother’s side too, she was a very
strong woman. | always admired her, she lived in Cache and she was surrounded by my great
aunts and uncles. She was so like a queen. She sat in a big chair because she’s quite elderly
at the time and she had a cane. | learned to pay attention to elders because they would pet
me and tell me how pretty | was or something sweet and also connect their kinship to me.

| needed that kind of affection from them and so | learned how to behave. If you laugh

at silly or talk, they'll send you out to play, so | learned to sit and listen to the women
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gossip and get to play. She was the matriarch of the family, my great grandmother and
then my grandmother took the responsibility and everybody showed her the same honor
in different ways. They wouldn’t smoke around her. They would behave, all my great aunts
and uncles and her children as well.

Is there a natural respect for the elderly in the Comanches, is that...

Yes.

..inherent of their culture?

Yes and their knowledge and the fact that they live so long. If you became older that
means you had good medicine and you lived right.

So there’s tremendous respect then of age.

Respect, yes. Mm-hmm.

You learned to speak the Comanche language. You learned the culture, traditions of the
Comanches and so you were speaking English and Comanche at one time. You probably
still speak Comanche.

Um, very poorly. | don't use enough, only when I'm correcting my children.

This must have been fun as a youngster, you grew up in this large family...

Yes.

...and aunts and uncles and cousins and many family get togethers.

Yes.

It had to be a joyous time.

Yes, we were down in Cotton County and they were up between Lawton and Cache but
around holidays, we'd make the journey really easy. My grandfather loves to tell that he
had the first car in Cotton County. So here he was, you know, in his braids and his Horace
Cartwright hat and kerchief. They always wear a kerchief. That was his tie so to speak. So
he would drive us and particularly we had to go to the cemetery for memorial day and do
all of those things.

We went back and forth and then we would have all kinds of cousins come and spend
time with us in the summer time down in Cotton County. The reason we're in Cotton
County, when they opened up a reservation in Lawton, all the people came who needed
land. All these people from outside the state who's coming to get land, this kind of the last
opening of lands in Oklahoma, an outbreak of small pox occurred.

Grandmother lost a child and my great grandmother lost a child. My captive grandfather
went down and selected the property for my grandmother and grandfather both because
they were all involved in all of these loss of life. He remembered enough to put land where
there were waters so that's where the Cache Creek and it also had a natural spring on the
property. He did really well but then a lot of the Comanche tribal people were in that area

as well so that we had another opportunity to be around Comanche people.
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The first house you remembered, did it have electricity, plumbing and all? Tell us about it.
No, it wasn't and, um, there’s a great story of how real electric came about the time |

left home, | guess. But it was a fine house actually. Grandfather would—the only time he
hollered at us was if we didn't shut the gate, so the chickens couldn’t get in grandmother’s
yard because she wanted to have grass. A lot of the Anglo people that lived around us,
they just swept their yards.

She had to have grass and flowers, so one of our chores was to water those plants
in the evening. Grandfather would go and draw water and put it in a large tank and then
we would, according to our size, take a bucket and take it and go water her plants. That
was one of our activities in the summer time. In the morning, my grandfather would get a
watermelon, cantaloupes, or something and put them under the tree to keep them cool.

So when we get through with our chores, he would cut the melon and we'd all sit
around and eat and of course, get juice all over us. And be dirty and tired from playing and
whatever we were doing that afternoon, so then we'd take of a bucket of water and pour it
on each other so we could go to bed and none could get the sheets all dirty. [laughs] But,
it was kind of a ritual and it was just a lovely way to end the day too. The sun was going
down when all this was happening and we were ready to go to sleep.

So electricity, when it came...

Well, my uncle went and worked in a war plant in Wichita, Kansas. He came back and he
took an old windmill and could charge a battery. So we had a battery radio and lights. We
had, you know, one light hanging down. It didn’t charge enough and when we walk from
the school bus to come from school, we'd listen to the radio. It was during World War I, of
course, and grandfather was listening real close because | had an uncle in Germany and
he followed the war.

It was interesting how he could interpret it. He could tell you where the troops were
and what they were doing. He was a great admirer of General McArthur and Chris. We
were all involved in the war. We would look for planes and when the enemy might come,
just in case. My uncle, my grandmother gave him some some land, he built a house and it
was close enough that we could walk back and forth like children anyway.

| had three cousins over there, one the same age as myself. We would dress up like
Nyoka of the Jungle or something and go down play on the creek. Our little cousin got
into the war too but he was a Japanese. He would attack us occasionally. We played on
the creek all day long until we got hungry and come home. It was fun growing up. In the

summertime we always had a house full of cousins and the like.



LADONNA HARRIS 8

Chapter 04 - 4:12
War and Church

John Erling: Referring to the war in 1941, December 7th, you would have been ten years old, do

you have any recollection of that day or hearing about it?

LaDonna Harris: Yes, because we had the radio at that time and neighbors came over to listen

JE:
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JE:
LH:
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LH:

to it. And of course of the charge didn't last, the battery didn't last that long, but we would
come home from school and we would want to listen to The Lone Ranger or whatever serial
was on. And papa would come in and say, “Get away from there you kids...” in Comanche. He
was telling us he had to listen, you know, about the war so that he would be informed, | guess.

One of the reasons too, he was in what they call True Bell, which was an all Indian
group made up of Comanches, Kiowas, and Cheyennes. When they brought them to
Fort Sill, some of the younger men were running off and stealing horses from the Texans.
Texas sued us one time to try to get paid for the horses that we stole. So in order to stop
it, Scott, I've forgotten what his title was, but he was here at the Fort Sill, and he came up
with the idea of having an all Indian military group to keep those younger people occupied
too, their uniform sort of like World War | German uniforms, really elaborate.

Papa became one of them. None of them could speak English and they couldn’t speak
each other’s language. Some, they could communicate with the Kiowa's, particularly, and
they had to give the commands in sign language. So it's a real historical role that he played
at that time, which saved Fort Sill and all of the other Forts then were close down, that
were from Arkansas down to Mexico.

So they had an active role then?

Yes, uh-huh. And fortunately, the Mexican war, the war with Mexico.

Mm-hmm.

They were just getting ready to send them over to fight in that war, and it came to an end.
Mm-hmm.

So he missed active fighting.

| think you mentioned earlier it was your grandmother who joined the church.

Mm-hmm.

Tell us about that experience. What denomination was that?

It was Northern Baptist.

Okay.

The Southern Baptist haven't found us. It was a federal government policy to encourage
different denominations to come and recruit us, | guess. And they came in great numbers

so we had all kinds of denominations.
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These were missionaries and | guess?

Mm-hmm. Oh, yes.

Coming to you, and that’s how the Baptist Church was started?

Mm-hmm.

Did they try to change your culture?

Well, our church wasn’t as bad about that. But | didn't like the first preacher who came
because he was saying, grandfather, he’s going to go to hell. And | knew that wasn't stuff
okay, because he was a good person. He did all these wonderful things. But grandmother
help started church in Walters. We had a little church there and most of us were related.
They cleaned up an old factory kind of plant that was on one of the tribal lands, and one
of the family homes and they cleaned it up, but that's where we went to church later.

Though he was Anglo.

He and his wife both got involved with Comanche culture. They translated hymns,
his wife could sing the songs, Mrs. Hope. She had a little portable piano that she could
carry around and she would play the piano. So we had a wonderful thing, but papa would
sit outside. He would drive us to church, but he would sit outside and maybe smoke a
cigarette. Maybe that might be the only cigarette he would smoke for a month or a week
or so, and wait for us very patiently. Then we'd go home and he would set out and sing his
peyote songs on the front porch and watch the sun go down.

So in that church, it was a combination of Comanches and Whites?

No, the congregation was all Comanches.

All right, but in your church, there was some discrimination that went on?

That went on. Yeah, | felt it anyway.

Who is discriminating against you?

Well, their minister basically. Like the minister who is at Deyo Mission because he

was saying that the culture was bad, preaching that kind of thing. So | felt that was a
discrimination and I've always felt that way. As a child | felt that they were talking against
grandfather and what he was sharing with us was so beautiful and then this person says
that he was all wrong.

So the first discrimination you ever were aware of was in church?

Church. Yep.

Interesting.
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Chapter o5 - 2:14
Bless Their Hearts

John Erling: Now, you have blue eyes, lighter skin than many Native Americans. And you
realized at an early age that that actually made a difference.

LaDonna Harris: Yes, it did.

JE: Did some people think you weren’'t Native American?

LH: No, they all knew 'cause in Temple—we went to school at Temple.

JE: Allright.

LH: You know, they were little tacky names and teasing every once in a while. But my cousin
put an end to that. Somebody was calling us a gut eater and she ran over and picked
him up and threw him down, so he quit saying things like that. But | went home to
grandmother and was all upset about it. She said, “Oh, sister. You have to understand,
he doesn’t know any better. He's pitiful. Just think of him because he didn’t know
anything about Indian people...

JE: Yeah.

LH: ..and he didn’t know anything about Comanches particularly.” He's uninformed so she
said, “Bless your heart”. In Oklahoma, we love to say—if they're acting out or something
you can't help but bless his heart. [laughs] So | learned at a very early age, which is in all
the work I've done, helped me see when | was Washington. Bless their hearts. They don’t
understand. | said all. So it helped me not to be angry. She said, “Don’t get mad because
you're losing when you get mad.” Figure out why that person is acting that way and if
they're wrong, you can say well, bless their heart. Don’t be mad 'cause you've been beaten
by that person 'cause they're able to make you angry.

JE: | think we say, “Forgive them for they know not what they do.”

LH: Yes.

JE: So that’s the concept of that. Right. You're quoted as saying, “I filter everything through a
Comanche values.”

LH: Yes.

JE: And you've done that your entire life.

LH: Yes.

JE: But you were baptized in the church.

LH: Yes, only to satisfy my grandmother. | was the only child that hadn't been baptized in the
whole church. | finally gave up and was baptized in the horse trough. [laughs]

JE: Did you regret ever doing that, thinking “I didn’t do it for me, | did it for others?”
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LH: Yes. |-| absolutely did. | didn't take it as you would as someone who was giving
themselves to that. But it was because I'm afraid | was embarrassing grandmother because
she was so well thought of in the community and by the ministers as well so.

JE: The Depression started 1929, continued to the end of the '30s

Chapter 06 - 3:45

The Depression

John Erling: Do you remember..Would it have had any effect on your family?

LaDonna Harris: Well, for some reason, it didn’t seem to affect us.

JE: Yeah.

LH: | don't know exactly why that...

JE: But | suppose, you were growing your own vegetables-

LH: Yes.

JE: ..and food...

LH: Oh absolutely.

JE: ..and you always had access to food and that was one of the things obviously, people
would be standing in line to get, but you had that.

LH: Mm-hmm. And because of the land that this great-grandfather chose for us, it was quite
productive and we'd get to grow crops on it that put us through the years and we had
animals, pigs and cattle and horses and dog and cat. So, it was a very well working farm
and grandmother always had a major garden, that’s one of the things | remember so well
of her. When she became older, | would be her horse and she took me up to that little
garden plow and | would pull it for her and she would make a rows and plant. And we
always had fresh vegetables. We were really well-off in relative terms.

Several times, | remember people coming through the county. We had a house that
was- sharecroppers that had built a little house that were helping grandfather and my
Uncle farm. They left. They found something. They got better off and so grandmother
wanted to brood her house for her little chickens. Then, we got the other half and I-Ann
and |—and was our playhouse. So, when these people came through looking for work, if
they stayed to work for us, they stayed in our little playhouse. We'd fix it up like a real
house. | remember that so well and wondered what happened to them after they left us
'cause grandmother went on big way of feeding them...

JE: Mm-hmm.

LH: ..and being generous to them.
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Well, you learned a lot from those role models...
Yes.
..didn’t you? | can’t help but thinking to myself how you never ever- ever had to wonder if
you were loved.
That'’s right.
And then you've met a lot of people in life and seen children who always wondered if they
were loved.
Yes.
And you never had that feeling.
No. One time, | doubted myself and I'd tell the story—I don’t know if it’s in the books
that you read, but when | was in the first grade and going to school, | was scared to
death going to school. So when | got to school here, | found everybody was kin to me.
Everybody who was Comanche, was kin to me. So | had all of these relatives. | went to
school in the first grade, reader was Dick and Jay. “Here is what American family is.” We
were told that by the teacher and by the book. A mother, father, a son and a daughter
and a dog and a cat.
Mm-hmm.
You probably had it too. [laughs]
Yup. | did. All right. And | can see those picture right now. [laughs]
And | thought, “That’s not me.” | didn’t see myself in the story and that just worried me
and | felt, “Well, | don’t have a mother and father who live with me,” so | worried about
it for some time. | kinda got mad at my mother. She went off and left me. So, | went
through that transition, then | came to realize that | really had a great life, that | had all
these relatives. And | think, being a native American, an indigenous person, is you know
that you have this support and this communal society that keeps you together when
there’s a rare bomb that we have problems [chuckles]. That helped me overcome it and
then | started hearing some from my father and felt better about it.

| didn't have any image of him, but | did my mother and | was angry at her for a few
months. That image got blurred for a while there for-- It took me a few months to get over
that. | would lay on the porch and be angry at Mother and then | decided, you know she
had to make these major changes come from this loving home and then have to go out on
her own and not really educated. She went to school, but | don't know how many grades

that she went through and went to work for the hospital.
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Chapter 07 - 4:52

Dyslexia

John Erling: What was your dream as you were growing up? Did you have anybody talking
about college or anything like that?

LaDonna Harris: No. The white picket fence was my dream. You know, the house and being
a wife and mother and having children. That’s what my dream was. |—| can remember the
white picket fence 'cause you learn that in school too, and that was what | imaged would
be successful.

JE: Didn't you have a difficult time learning because your dyslexic?

LH: Yes.

JE: Talk to us about that.

LH: Well, being dyslexic, you can’t read and you can’t spell 'cause you take information—lot
of people, | think Einstein was, people like that were dyslexic—but what you see gets
translated or meddled in your brain. And | thought | was so dumb—because my aunt, we
went to school together and she was a year older and, uh, a grade higher than m-myself—
that | couldn’t spell. My first experience in school, what | did, | memorized the word. And
also because of the little spot or turned corner or something, | found a way to satisfy
the teacher without really doing what was expected of me. All through school, | did that
same thing.

| would study the teacher and figure out the, you know, that she wanted this kind of
information and | would give it to her more verbally and she would get after me, after the
test, mostly they were women. The test | would take and she said, “You can’t spell,” and
said, “Why don’t you go back and try to learn to spell?” Because people didn't know what
dyslexia was at the time. And | just thought | was so dumb and I'd asked my Aunt, “How do
you spell so and s0?” We're doing homework and she'd say, “Oh, look it up in a dictionary.”
And | said, “If | could look it up in the dictionary, [laughs] | wouldn't ask you how to spell
it.” So, it was really hard to be or do in school but | had learned how to satisfy my teacher
enough that they knew that | knew the subject.

JE: So, by the time you got into high school, you pretty much had that mastered?

LH: Yes.

JE: And it was not to hold you up through high school at all?

LH: Mm-hmm. That's right. And then | had time to be involved in school activities. | was in the,
um, glee club and the band would get to go to the football games. And so, a friend of mine
and | said, “Well, how could we go with the band?” So we talked them into letting us be
the flag girls that would parade around with the flags and wear the little white boots and
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all of that and get to go to the ball games. [laughs] So, we'd have to figure out how to do
things in a different way but do it that fit what people needed and wanted from us.

| just wanna mention this. In a way, you were raised to be maybe politically aware and
point out that Indians were not allowed to vote until the passage of the 1924 Indian Civil
Rights Act.

Rights Act. Mm-hmm.

It's just, you know...

Na...

...this day and age, it's harder for us to believe that.

| don’t... Um, being the first people of the land to grandfather took it real seriously and of
course Roosevelt was his idol in politics. We'd go to vote and soon as the doors are open
to vote, we had to go about three miles to a voting place. We'd go and we'd play in the
yard while our folks voted. But we grew up thinking that President Hoover's first name

was “goddamn.”

[laughter]

LH:

That's what- That was what grandpa said, only he would curse him every once in a while

when he had a bad day, he would come in.

[laughter]

LH:

JE:
LH:
JE:

Boy, when Roosevelt died, | remember that very vividly. In school, how it'd affect the
whole school system and then going home and papa just w-was so sad. He became again
tied to the radio and, of course, he run away from Indian boarding school so he would
say- tell me that once, “Granddaughter, | wished | could write.” He could draw his names
on checks and things. My mother and my sister bought Elite magazine and Life magazine
for him, so he would call me over and say, “Now, tell me who these people are,” and | tell
him. So, he would listen to the radio then he could visualize and, of course, not havin’ the
written language, you have to use your creative imagination a lot.

So, he followed the war like that. And grandmother came to visit me in Washington
and she had met Lady Bird Johnson when she was campaigning for Lyndon and McAllister,
as a matter of fact. So, she, being the Comanche that she was, she gave Mrs. Johnson a
shawl. Mrs. Johnson said, “Well, when you come to Washington, Ms. Tabbytite, | want you
to come visit me at the White House.” So, she came. First time she ever flew, they was just
a wonderful thing and, of course, all of the senators wanted to meet her and they all made
over her. We'd take her to the senate dining room and Vice President Humphrey was
make up for her quite.

Okay. So, you'd already been in Washington by that time?
Oh, yes. I've jumped on you there.

Let’s get you to Washington because...
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Chapter 08 - 8:44

Fred Harris

John Erling: In high school you met somebody...

LaDonna Harris: Yes.

JE: ..by the name of...

LH: Fred Harris.

JE: Fred Harris. And didn't he run your campaign for turkey queen?

LH: [laughs] Yes and | lost.

[laughter]

LH: | hold it against him.

[laughter]

JE: It was the first of many campaigns that the two of you...

LH: Were in.

JE: ..were involved in. You were married out of high school or shortly right out of high school.

LH: Ves, right out of high school. His folks lived in Lawton and | always had to come up from
Walters and catch a bus and come up and my mother would drive me out to his folk’s
farmhouse and then he would catch a ride and come down and that’s how we kept up our
relationship for so long. And then decided, “Well, this is not gonna work. Let’s get married.”
So we did.

JE: Are you close in age?

LH: VYes, he’s just months older. Let’s see, he’'s November and I'm in February.

JE: Okay, so you're basically the same age.

LH: Mm-hmm.

JE: You get married and then what happens, Fred goes to school?

LH: Well, he went to college. See, he was a year ahead of me. | had a period of living with
a great aunt and my sister in Bethany. So | spent the summer with my sister and then |
stayed and went to school at Putnam city. And | dated the student body president.

JE: Oh.

LH: So when | went to Walters, the war was over, everybody’s coming home. | went back to
Walters and my aunt and | went to school there in Walters. | asked her | said, “Well, who's
the student body president?” And she said, “Freddy Ray standing over there.” And | said,
“Oh.” He impressed me. He told me he had a job at the Walters Herald and that he had
cattle, had two cows and uh, he was a chicken judge.

He showed me his ribbons. | was so impressed. He had won so many ribbons for

different kinds of chickens that he showed. That impressed me and he was a big FFA
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JE:

LH:

JE:
LH:
JE:

LH:
JE:
LH:
JE:

scholar and he won a prize for his speech in high school. The FFA teacher and his

wife invited me to go. He had to speak in Dallas but regionally won the regional but

lost the national.

You're talking about Fred all the time here?

Fred, yes. And he always said he's gonna be a lawyer. So when we decide we're gonna get
married, he was already a year in college. So we went to OU. We were housed in one of
the houses where after the war was over, the returning military, it was pretty skimpy, little
trailer type house. That was a little bigger than that and had a communal bathroom but
did have laundry rooms right across from the stadium.

It was really kind of exciting. He was working as a printer. | got a job working in the
library. Did that for a long time until we had our child and then | babysit for the military
children that were in that compound. Then they closed that down and built something for
the athletic department and we went and rented rooms off of a floral shop. We made a
deal with her that if we did some work for her, she would discount the rent.

We really wanted funerals because she really needed help for funerals to put the
flower arrangements all together. We thought that was really weird of us to do that. My
daughter went to the nursery school and then a woman who worked at the nursery school
said that she was taking four of those young children to her farmhouse right outside of
town and would | be interested. | said yes. | had asked my daughter ‘cause she wasn’t
really happy where she was at. So this turned out to be just great. She was so wonderful
and just had all this great care.

Fred and | both working and of course he was so smart, he was a grade A student
and top in his class and everybody came to study at our house because of Fred'’s notes
and having discussions. Even in law school it was the same way. So | always said we went
to college because | was exposed to all of that. And then he would try out some of his
theories or what he'd learned in anthropology or about the trees and he would tell me
what the leaves were and | would help memorize them too. He'd go through that before
he had his examinations.

You knew the material as much as he did... [crosstalk]

Yes exactly.

..before he went out to take his test. What year are we talking about approximately when
he was at OU?

It was late 40s, | think. [crosstalk]

Okay. So this time period is the late ‘40s...

Yes.

..that we're talking about. Then Fred graduates from OU. How does he decide to run for

the state legislature?
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LH: One of the lawyers who went to law school with him they were gonna start a law firm.
Then he got drafted for the Korean war.